. rejoice in life for its own sake... 
It is a sort of splendid torch. I want to 
make it burn as brightly as possible before 
handing it on to future generations," 


May 1958 


SHAW'S MISSION 
Remarkable Lecture on Religion 


©, 


‘Fh Bote: The following article was published in the London Tribune on November 30, 
» and to our knowledge never reprinted. ) 


"Some necessary repairs to religion” was the subject of a lecture by Mr, George Bernard 
Shaw, delivered under the auspices of the Guild of St, Matthew, that attracted a large 
audience at Essex Hall, Strand,last evening, 

Mr, Shaw began by arguing that the difficulty that we have at the present time is,that 
whereas we have a great deal of pressing social work to be done, we do not seem to have 
any religion as the driving force to impel us really to "tackle" it, Men, he said, are 
cowards and if they were to be otherwise they must be made religious men, 

The next step in the lecture was Mr, Shaw's definition of a religious man, He explained 
that a religious man is not a person who belongs to the Chureh of England, or any sect, 

"A man is religious," he remarked, “when he has a constant senae, a constant and sure 
knowledge, that he is in this world not merely to fulfil certain little narrow purposes of 
his own, but that he is here as the instrument of the universal force which actually cre- 
ated not only the whole world but the whole universe, If he has got that sense he is a 
religious man, and as a consequence he is an extremely dangerous man," 

Mr, Shaw next contended that until we could get rid of the Bible, in the sense in which 
people have spoken of it in the last 300 years, religion in this country is entirely im- 
possible, There was no established religion on the face of the earth which an intelli- 
gent and edycated man could believe in, 


—The Legends of the Bible 


Mr, Shaw critised the teaching of legends of the Bible as things that actually occurred, 


In all the disputes, he said, about the Education Bill, they agreed that the children 
should be taught a particular lie, "If you really taught your people genuine religion in 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Regional, 


JACQUES BARZUN, present Dean 
of the Graduate Faculties of 
Columbia University, has been 
named Dean of Faculties and 
Provost, effective July lst, 


MILTON SUBOTSKY's Company, 
Vanguard Productions, is pro- 
ducing,for United Artists re- 
lease, a new versiqn of the play, 


Beet It will be shot 
New York on September 15th, 
OTIS LAMBERT - Marchbanks in 
our September Concert Reading of 
Candida - has the pout of the 
Minister of Music at Highland 


Presbyterian Church in Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, 


_London - February 28, At the Annual General 
Meeting of our iareenr organisation, Ellen Pollock 
has been elected President of The Shaw Society to 
succeed the late Esme Percy, 


Since 1923, Ellen Pollock appeared in a great 
many Shavian roles -- as Eliza Doolittle, Mrs, 
Warren, "Z",the lady in Village Wooing, her great 
favorite, and others, In 1950, at The Water- 
gate Theater, she led the Players (Eric Batson, 
among others) in the first production on any 


stage of Farfetched Fables, the last play GBS 
completed, 


At the present time, Ellen Pollock is prima- 
rily engaged in filming and television worx, 


EDWIN B, PETTET, Director Late in March RUTH DANEN- 
of the Theater,Brandeis Uni- HOWER WILSON left on an 
versity, directed there last extended trip to West 
month a college production of Africa-primarily an edu- 
Man and Superman 


e cational project, She 
has been visiting Ni- 
During the winter months geria and the new Re- 
MAURICE EDWARDS took part in public of Ghana and,on 
the long-run hit,The Three- her return, will write 
penny ee appearing as articles about her 
the erend Kimball and oc- many findings fer vari- 
casionally as Mr, Peachum, ous interested pub- 


This spring Maurice acted in lications, 
Giraudoux's The Enchanted in 
the role of the Executioner, SALLY CARR's sculp- 
tures,Devetion and St. 
»given last Febru- Francis, were shown in 
ary at the Carl Fischer Con- the recent 25th Annual 
cert Hall, featured MICHAEL Exhibition of the Na- 
NATHAN in the role of Harry tional Sculpture So- 
Downs. sisty. 


FRANCES GAAR has been recently appearing on television - in the Kraft, Hallmark, 
Studio One, and other major shows, 


eer, 22UrFTUSs . 
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SHAW'S CORNER: Author vs. Critics 


"Candida ... proves that if Mr, 
Shaw would forget to be eccentric, 


would cease to be self-conscious, 
he could write plays of contempo- 
rary English life equal to any now 
written in England,” 

—Prof George Pierce Baker 


in Harvard Crimson, 190) 


I set up my own standard of what 
the drama should be ... produce 
what I want to produce and not 

what some of my critics want ... 


What will the stage sentimentali- 
ties on which I drop the tear of 
sensibility today seem like a 
quarter of a century hence, I wonder} 


——Shaw, Dramatic and 
Essays, 


A Series by Wanda Whitman 


CANDIDA - 52 Years Later! 


Lillian Hansen,who was our guest at the 
September Concert Reading of Candida, in- 
vited us to repeat the reading at the 
Overseas Service League of the Red Cross-- 
which we did on April 10th, Dan Laurence, 
again taking the part of Morell,directed 
the production,and Bob Ronan,majoring in 
Drama at Hoffstra College,was March- 
banks,Others in the cast were; Mary Troy 
in the citls role,Clinton Roberts as 
Burgess,Agnes Jordan as Prossy,Michael 
Nathan as Lexy. Bernard Dukore was the 
Narrator, 

ida was well received and pub- 
liciszed in New York and Hoffstra papers 
and the Overseas Service League publi- 


cation, Over Here. 


METHUSELAH IS BACK 


On February 22, Arnold Moss's adaptation of 
Back to Methuselah opened at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, Directed by Margaret Webster, 
with scenery by Marvin Reiss,the production was 
visually stunning.Performances were uneven,al- 
though Tyrone Power was excellent. Adaptor 
Moss attempted to tie the scenes together(he 
evidently thought that Shaw did not tie them 
together sufficiently)by appearing as Bernard 
Shaw,.With lines culled from the preface, from 
the play,and from the Bible,"Shaw" explained 
the play to us, 

In that it helped pass the time while scen- 
ery was changed,it was a good device,Otherwise, 
it hindered rather than helped the proceedings, 
Not only was this "unifying" device unneces- 
sary,but when "Shaw" came forward to convince 
us that man should live three hundred years,it 
was seriously misleading.Back to Methuselah is 
a religious legend, and although legends con- 
tain symbolic truths,there is,as Shaw states, 
"one inexorable condition attached to their 
healthy enjoyment,which is that no one shall 
believe them literally." "Shaw", lecturing us 
on longevity,invited us to take the legend 
literally,thereby providing the temptation to 
overlook the truths illustrated by the iegend, 
Moreover, this device gave the evening an atmos— 
phere of the Illustrated Lecture,and tended to 
perpetuate the myth of Shaw as a garrulous old 
man,To cut successfully Back to Methuselah to 
two and one-half hours is a task worthy of one 
of Shaw's Ancients.Arnold Moss,however,is only 
a short-liver.Although the cutting of some 
scenes, especially In the Beginning,was well 
handled,the cutting of others left huge gaps. 
The Tr of an Elderly Gentl is an ex- 
ample,Since Mr. Moss deleted the interview with 
The Oracle,he necessarily deleted The Envoy's 
reaction to The Oracle.This omission made the 
episode pointles,for it removed the cause of 
the tragedy. 

In general,the production was only partially 


satisfying. 
BERNARD DUKORE 


(Ed.Note:Bernard Dukore is Instructor in the 


Speech & 
Bronx, ) 


Dramatics Dept.of Hunter College, The 


‘ 
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the schools," he added, "there would be no difficulty in getting rid of the whole mass of 
superstition, You have taught legentis and superstition as religion, and the result is that 
you have so dehumanised your mass of people that when they hear anything about genuine re- 
ligion they call it blasphemy, If they are polite people they call it bad taste,which means 
the same thing," 

The lecturer dwelt at length on the evolution of man, "Try to conceive," he said,"that it 
is the will behind the universe, driving at some moral purpose or perfection, After many 
trials a beautiful creature called man has been produced, This man,at his best -although 
only a makeshift—was rather a wonderful creature, But it was the best thing that the will 
behind the universe had been able to produce, "Once", he remarked, "make a man understand 
this will, driving at moral and physical perfection, and apprehend his own purpose and pain, 
and understand the universe and the object of it, and you will have little difficulty in 
making him not only a religious man, but an observant and intellectual man. What real re- 
ligion can give you is courage and self-respect, You do not want anything else, When a man 
has got that he is ready to dies he has got over the fear of death," 


An Exceptionally Cleyer Man 


"You say I am clever, I am," continued Mr, Shaw, "I am an exceptionally clever man, But 
few people really understand wherein my cleverness consists, In some things I am really 
stupid, But I have a remarkable faculty which few Englishmen possess, I have the faculty of 
analysis, The ordinary Englishman has no faculty of analysis, He is always taking religion, 
philosophy, and morals in a lump, He takes up a number of things which are merely associ- 
ated ideas and customs, and imagines that they are all equally religion, This mass of preju- 
dice, when it passes through my remarkable brain, is divided —rubbish and superstition are 
separated and the religion is brought out, You will never hear me talk disrespectfully of 
religions you have often heard me speak of the rubbish which you have mixed up with religion, 
My mission on earth is to put my analysis before the public — to show the rubbish which is 
choking religion and making it impossible," 

Mr. Shaw answered a number of questions at the close of the lecture, 

* 

(Ed, Note:The following contemporary comment in The Academy of October 30,1908,needs no com- 

ment on our part, 

"In the current number of the ~ Bel ager there is an article by Mr. Bernard Shaw which is 
headed 'Mr. Bernard Shaw explains his Religion,' Mr, Bernard Shaw's religion turns out to be 
the religion of the Hyde Park atheist orator,It is just as crude and just as silly,with the 
added idiocy of the Shavian paradox which is expected of him, Listen to him: 

When, as Nietzche-Zarathustra puts it,God is dead,Atheism dies also,Bible-smashing is tedi- 
ous to people who have smashed their Bibles,I do not say that there is no work left for athe- 
ists and Bible-smashers among people who remain steeped in the crude idolatry that is still 
all that religion means to large masses of the English people’ 

"In other words,Mr.Shaw does not choose to call himself an atheist because he and his fel- 
low ‘intellectuals’ and 'stalwarts' have, in their own estimation,so completely disposed of 
God and the Bible that there is no further necessity for these ‘intellectuals’ and ‘stalwarts’ 
to protest against them, In short, Mr.Shaw is such a complete atheist that he is not an athe- 
ist. People who are amused by this childish juggling with words deserve to be condemned to 
read the Freethinker every week for the rest of their lives ... We wonder what the Chris- 
tian Socialist clergymen,who are so ‘avish in their support of ‘that great and good man',Mr, 
Bernard Shaw, and whose presence on his platforms when he is preaching Socialism adds so vast- 
ly to the respectability of the great 'movement,' have to say for their idol's ‘religion,’ 


is 
| 


Volume 1 No, 4 THE REGIONAL Page 5 


WAS SHAW AN QRIGINAL THINKER? 


Most people - Shavians and non-Shavians alike - would probably give a definite "Yes" in 
answer to the above question, But I say "No", 


The original thinker gives his original thought (generally just one) to the rest of man- 
kind, and bores them stiff with it, Shaw was teeming with ideas — other people's -— and 
scattered them with exuberant vitality, 


What he did, as most thinking people do, was to take ideas from this philosopher and 
that, from this economist and that, from this biologist and that, and select all the ideas 
that fitted in with his own general outlook, rejecting the rest, True, he exercised an un- 
usual degree of ingenuity in fitting seemingly incompatible ideas together, and the lu- 
cidity of his expositions was original if you like - but the ideas were all in existence, 
waiting for him to harvest them and turn them into palatable wine, So palatable, in fact, 
that even those who hated what he had to say could not resist the way he said it, 


Shaw himself never claimed that any of his ideas were original, In fact, few writers 
have so frankly admitted their indebtedness to their predecessors, Even when he was not 
sure where the ideas had come from in the first place, he was careful not to claim them for 
himself, "What I say today," he wrote, “everybody will say tomorrow, though they will not 
remember who put it into their heads, Indeed, they will be rights for I never remember who 
puts the things into my head: it is the Zeitgeist!" 


Another time he described himself as the mouthpiece of the Webbs, And very fortunate it 
was that they had such a mouthpiece} In making their ideas his own, he brought them within 
the popular grasp, So,too, with ideas from Buffon, Lamarck, Butler, Schopenhauer, Bergson, 
Nietzsche, Marx, and many others, How many of us, who avidly drink of these ideas from 
Shaw's bubbling decanter, would ever go to the original sources for them? Or, if we did, 
would find them digestible, let alone palatable? 


No, Shaw was not an original thinker — but give me the ideas second hand, from Shaw, 
every time} 


HELEN KAUFFMAN AND SIDNEY ALBERT FORM 
A PROSPECTIVE LOS ANGELES GROUP. 


Through the energetic and enthusiastic efforts of Helen Kauffman,a member of our Ex- 
ecutive Committee, and with the help of Sidney Albert, a fellow-member and a Philosophy 
Professor at the Los Angeles State College, the prospective Los Angeles Group had its 
first get-together on February 2nd and has been meeting regularly during the succeeding 
months, Eddy Feldman has been another enthusiastic and helpful member, 


YOUR DUES FOR MEMBERSHIP TOs ALICE BURKE, TREASURER OF THE NEW YORK REGIONAL GROUP 
SOU LET: Roac 9 


‘ 
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(Ed, Notes For the interest of our members, we record below a letter which Dr, Edwin Burr 
Pettet wrote ° the Wellesley girls, at their request, for a reprint in The Wellesley 
College News. 


"You ask me for a letter about ernard Shaw, But what is there to say to a generation that 
is discovering him afresh (and with precious little help from its parents and mentors) that 
would not blunt rather than guide that discovery? You have one advantage in this particular 
discovery business, the beauty of which you are liable to overlook — no one yet has im- 
pressed upon you how great, wonderful, classic, academic, important Shaw is, Therefore, you 
don't have to start out disliking him on principle, Your parents think him (if they think 
about him at all) a silly clown and a crank who loved to "tear things down" or "make exagger- 
ated claims" or "shock people" or to "hold radical ideas nobody believed in.” Your English 
professors ignore him because he didn't write poetry or because his meanings were explicit— 
ly clear or because it is impossible to talk about how he wrote without coming face to face 
with what he had to say, So you are, as a matter of fact, in one of the rarest positions vis- 
a~vis a literary figure it may ever be your fortune to exploit, You can, in other words, 
make up your own minds, a very different matter from having your minds made up for you by 
io mysterious pedagogical means only the social and educational psychiatrist occasional- 

grasps. 

"You may discover, for example, that always, excluding Shakespeare, more Shaw plays are 
produced each year in the world than any other two dramatists put together and that more 
has been written about him than about any other playwright. You may become aware if you 
act a Shavian role that his are the easiest of all playwrights’ lines to learn; and then you 
discover that it is so because he makes you King (or Queen) when you act him, for what you 
have to say burns like fire in your heart. You may discover that his deep religiosity and 
the philosophy informing that religion has a profound effect upon your discouraged and un- 
certain spiritual life, You may even learn that his socio-political credo makes more sense 
than your elders’ smug conservatism, At any rate, you surely won't escape the discovery 
that he was a man of profound social and spiritual thought, a moralist of the strictest 
sort, who in the guise of a Pan said the soberest things in the most light-hearted way, 

"You will (extra-curricularly) bump into the fact that he is one of the half dozen great 
prose stylists in the English language, and that single-handedly he begot modern dramatic 
and music criticism, You may even discover that what he said about women and their peculiar 
natures and proclivities is, in the final analysis, quite right. You may - and I hope you 
will - if you think about it hard enough and go about it in the proper way, conceive the new 
generation of Supermen he so ardently hoped for, 


"But no one can be as lucid and perceptive about Shaw as Shaw himself,Only watch your step:he's 


not fooling." 


The Downtown Theater is currently holding a Festival of Plays by Bernard Shaw, 

er, the first in the series,(an altogether delightful performance) was followed by You Never 
Can Tell . Widowers' Houses and The Buyoant Billions are scheduled for late summer and early 
fall, ... Dear Liar - a dramatization of the famous forty-year correspondence between GBS 

and Mrs, Patrick Campbell will be seen next fall on Broadway. Jerome Kilty will stage and 
produce the two-character comedy, The names of twe well-known actors who will play the roles 
of Shaw and Mrs, Campbell will be announced later, 


= 
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PAST GROUP EVENTS 
—December 1957 - March 1958 
Members’ Miscellany and Christmas Party — The New York Regional Group's annual affair was 


held on the evening of December lith, Some of the program's highlights were: Maurice Edwards 
and Virginia McMahon in the last scene from Pygmalion -charmingly done, with songs from My 
Fair Lady; and Dan Laurence's contribution - the reading of the previously unrecorded cor- 
respondence of Shaw's early lady-love -— hospital nurse Alice Lockett -- to GBS, In the 

words of St, John Ervine, Alice Lockett was GBS's "first and,perhaps,the only wildly ro- 


mantic love of his life," 
eo 


HORACE W, HEWLETT, Director of Public Relations at Amherst College, addressed our Group 
on January 25th, DR, EDWIN BURR PETTET, Director of the Theater, Brandeis University,was 
the Chairman of the meeting, 

A Novice Takes on Shaw was Horace Hewlett's topic, As a true neophyte, he said, he was 
not yet equipped to comment on many vast areas of Shaw, but that he had read enough to have 
developed a tremendous admiration for the Master, Reading GBS, Mr. Hewlett emphasised, 
stirred up a great intellectual activity in him, prompting the questioning of accepted princi- 
ples and premises and bringing about a clear realization that no areas of human experience 
are unrelated or beyond one's re-evaluation, The speaker then concentrated on Shaw's re- 
ligion and his own religious beliefs, On the whole, he stated, he was in agreement with 
GBS's views, but held that in the field of religion Shaw, modestly believing that all men 
could be like roe Rn me to evaluate properly Man and his needs, Shaw — said our speaker— 
raised Man's intellectual standards to a level far beyond his limited capacities, The speak- 
er went on to say that formal religion - for which Shaw had so little use - with all its 
weaknesses, excesses and injustices, gives pattern and purpose to life and nature and as such 
has answered, for most men, the basic needs for their emotional outlets and their gropings 
toward communal adjustment, 

Mr,Hewlett’s paper - fresh and sincere in its presentation, humble in its respect for the 
knowledge and the scope of the Master, and yet determined as to his own views and beliefs, 
was well received and provoked an interesting discussion among the assembled members and 
their guests, 


On February 22nd, DR, EDWIN BURR PETTET made his annual appearance before our Group — 
this year in the triple role of a Lecturer, Discussion Leader and Actor] Dr, Pettet spoke 
on The Implications of Shavianism, As his paper was not available in time for abstracting it 
for this issue, we are obliged to postpone its publication to the next Regional. 


+ 


DR, DAVID V, ERDMAN, Editor, New York Public Library Publications, spoke to The New York 
Regional Group on March 29th, on ’ ust Night — in accordance with our 
new policy of occasionally including papers t literary s who interested and in- 
fluenced GBS, "The question of ... Browning's relation to his age", said Dr, Erdman, "calls 
for a good deal of re-examination," Robert Browning is now read with more subtlety than 
before, and "a poet's relation to his age may be an intricate revelation of more than one 
kind of meaning — both in the age and in the poet." Browning's ‘individualistic’ vision offers 


a 
. 
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interesting parallels to the spirit of his age, characterized by economic individualism, 
Contrary to some opinion, that Robert Browning knew little of factory and slum miseries, 
the poet's mind, in Dr, Erdman's opinion, came to be haunted by wretched industrial con- 
ditions and economic struggle, and two of his major poems, Pippa Passes and Childe Roland 
to the Dark Tower Came, relate directly and indirectly to these subjects, Pippa, ragged 
and barefoot, works in her textile mill 364 days a year, and refers to her work as her 
‘sorrow’; yet she knows God is in his heaven, and she accepts happily her lot as a spin- 
ning girl, though the poet rewards her in the end with the inheritance of a rich estate, 
In the years following this sunny vision, conditions inside factories employing children 
were publicised by English Parliamentary commissions, which inspired Elisabeth Barrett to 
write The Cry of the Children, This is almost a point by point refutation of Pippa; it 
deeply impressed Browning, and the images used in its indictment of industry's "iron wheels," 
"gold-heaping," and stifling of children's cries turn up several years later as elements in 
Browning's Childe Roland and two related poems written in Paris not long after the coup 
d'état of Louis Napoleon, which also influenced this nightmare-like poem, Childe Roland can 
be read, contended Dr, Erdman, on several levels of meaning. On the simplest level, this 
quest poem is "the narrative soliloquy of a weary warrior on a vaguely explained and per- 
haps vaguely comprehended Quest traversing a wasteland, the vegetation and contours of 
which menace and puzzle him, He is confident of failure yet worries about whether he will 
even prove 'fit' for that ... he sees that he has been walking into a 'trap’* which is siml- 
taneously his goal and his end, the Dark Tower, elaborately symbolic of blind violence 
and brute force," On a retrospective level, Childe Roland's search through desolate land, 
leading to the menacing Tower, and his exploration of a land strewn with symbolic iron 
wheels and diabolical engines - "rusty teeth of steel" - suggests civil strife, industrial 
struggle, factory miseries, The speaker then stressed a further symbolic aspect of the 
poem, in Browning's description of the traces of human struggle in wasteland traversed by 
the warrior - the fusion of all the dubious battles of history, and the civil strife in 
Paris, with the miseries of the factory, Finally, on a social level, the poem can be con- 
s’dered as very much in keeping with the spirit of the age and with Browning's favorite 
theme, that of “onward striving and self-fulfilment regardless of consequences," 

At the conclusion of Dr, Erdman's paper, the floor was turned over to a question period 
in which the President and the members of The New York Browning Society, who were specially 
invited to this meeting, took a lively part, 


FUTURE DATE 


The New York Regional Group will open its 1958-59 Season on Saturday evening, September 
27th, with a Concert Reading of the » at the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, 111 East 37th Street, New York City. Programs of further meetings will be 
announced in the next issue of The Regional scheduled to be published this fall, 


WE WELCOME PERSONAL NEWS AND NOTES OF SHAVIAN INTEREST FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF THE REGIONAL. 
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